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Itâ€™s December in Boston, and Spenser is busy planning the menu for Christmas dinner when

heâ€™s confronted in his office by a young boy named Slide.Â  Homeless and alone, Slide has

found refuge with an organization named Street Business, which gives shelter and seeks job

opportunities for the homeless and lost. Â Slideâ€™s mentor, Jackie Alvarez, is being threatened,

and Street Business is in danger of losing its tenuous foothold in the community, turning Slide and

many others like him back on the street.Â  But itâ€™s not a simple case of intimidation â€“ Spenser,

aided by Hawk, finds a trail that leads to a dangerous drug kingpin, whose hold on the at-risk

community Street Business serves threatens not just the boysâ€™ safety and security, but their lives

as well.Â Â Unfinished at the time of his death, Silent Night was completed by Parkerâ€™s longtime

agent, whose decades-long association with Parkerâ€™s work gives her unique insight and

perspective to his voice and storytelling style.Â  Her contribution also speaks volumes about their

enduring friendship.
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Brain.The CEO of Penguin Books cocked an ear, wondering what he just heard. He looked at the

expansive view offered by his window, taking in the cityscape. Across the way were the windows of

another building and he could see the secretaries within, sitting at their desks."Excuse me, Sir."

buzzed his intercom. "There are people in the lobby and security is concerned for our

safety.""Thank you," he said. "I'll look into it." A questioning look took over his face. Rising from his



exquisite leather covered chair, the CEO crossed his office and opened the door. A security guard

immediately grabbed him and pressed him back into his office. "Hey!""Remain inside and keep this

door locked!" yelled the guard.Brain."What's happening?" yelled the CEO."Zombies!" cried out the

security guard. "The undead are swarming the offices and attacking everyone. They're eating

BRAINS! It's awful. There's Spenser and Martin Quirk, Captain Healy, Vinnie Morris, Hawk, Henry

Cimoli and Rita Fiore. All dead but brought back to life. Zombies I tell you! Zombieeeees! Oh my

God, it's Susan Silverman. Whew! Not as pretty s described anymore. And what's that smell?""My

God!" cried the CEO. "What have we done?""Look out!" screamed the guard. "Jesse Stone is

breaking through the outer door. My God, next we'll see Sunny Randall and her friend Spike!" BAM.

BAM. BAM. The security guard shot a festering and rotting dog that had made its way through the

shattering outer door. "Jeez, I think that was Pearl." said the guard.Screaming. Chaos. "We just

wanted to make a little money! shouted the CEO.
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